204              THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

Islam ought not to be looked upon as Muslims or regarded as
defiled; they have every right to be counted as Hindus. They
stand in no need at all of going through purificatory rites.

I should also add that every Muslim who heard the stories of
Moplah atrocities was pained by them, and also that, if our people
were allowed to go there at this time, the Moplahs themselves would
apologize for their deeds. I am sure that they will positively
apologize when we have swaraj. All that they know is fighting.
They are our ignorant brethren. The Government of course has
done nothing to reform them but neither have we done anything,
Is not this the fault of the Hindus of Malabar?

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 25-9-1921

90.   MT NOTES
MOPLAH RIOTS
There is no doubt that the Moplah riots have been a great
set-back. In Madras Presidency, they are becoming sceptical about
Hindu-Muslim   unity.   Many feel that people will   not remain
peaceful to the end. Others have been dazed. Not that they do not
attend public meetings or take part in other activities; there is,
however, widspread fear about how things will develop.   Hundreds
of Moplahs have been killed and the killing is still going on. As
a result, the swadeshi movement has come to a stop in Malabar.
That is what the Government wanted.  The declaration of martial
law   has given an   excellent opportunity to   the Government to
suppress the swadeshi movement.  It is said that, with the decla-
ration of martial law, khadi  clothes worn by people  were torn
away and thrown into fire.   Khadi caps, spinning-wheels,   etc.,
were among the things burnt.   The result was that khadi  caps,
and spinning-wheels, which used to be displayed in the shops of
Calicut, had disappeared in one day.   If the Moplahs  had not
turned   mad   these  intolerable   consequences   would   not   have
followed.   If they had not indulged in killing and bloodshed, any
officer who dared to burn khadi clothes today would have been
dismissed or khadi would have  become more popular; but the
Moplahs' lunacy has produced the opposite result. They themselves
knew nothing about swadeshi and die rest are a cowardly lot.
These do not  mind wearing   khadi but they still  do not have
the strength to die. Hence, out of fear, they forsook khadi and